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EXPEDITED REVIEW REQUESTED 

 
Complaint Against Louisiana Health Cooperative, Inc. and Vantage Health Plan, Inc. 

by Lambda Legal Defense and Education Fund, Inc. and AIDSLaw of Louisiana 
 

 We are national and Louisiana legal organizations that advocate and litigate on behalf of 
individuals living with HIV.  Lambda Legal Defense and Education Fund, Inc., a national 
organization with members in Louisiana, is committed to achieving full recognition of the civil rights 
of people living with HIV and of lesbians, gay men, bisexuals and transgender people through 
impact litigation, education and public policy work.  AIDSLaw of Louisiana provides free legal 
services to low-income persons living with HIV and AIDS and is a program of the NO/AIDS Task 
Force, a Louisiana not-for-profit corporation. 
 
 On February 10, 2014, we filed the attached complaint, which we incorporate by reference 
herein, against BlueCross BlueShield of Louisiana (“BCBS”) to challenge BCBS’s recent decision to 
stop accepting federal Ryan White HIV/AIDS Program (“RWHAP”) third-party premium subsidies 
for qualified low-income individuals living with HIV (the “BCBS complaint”). 
 
 On February 11, 2014, we were informed that two additional Louisiana insurance 
companies, the Louisiana Health Cooperative, Inc. (“LAHC”) and Vantage Health Plan, Inc. 
(“Vantage”) advised state officials that they too will not accept the RWHAP premium subsidies that 
enable people living with HIV to afford insurance coverage for their critical health care needs.   and 
Vantage have jumped on the discrimination bandwagon along with BCBS, creating a health care 
calamity for low-income Louisianians living with HIV.  We hereby lodge the same charges of 
discrimination described in the attached BCBS complaint against LAHC and Vantage, including for 
violation of Section 1557 (42 U.S.C. § 18116) and Section 1311 (42 U.S.C. § 18031) of the 
Affordable Care Act (“ACA”).   
 
 That these insurance companies would do take this step just days after CMS’s February 7, 
2014 guidance confirming that there is no impediment to insurer acceptance of RWHAP premium 
subsidies underscores the discriminatory intent of these companies to deter individuals living with 
HIV from participating in their insurance plans.  See Dept. of Health and Human Servs., Centers for 
Medicare and Medicaid Servs. memo regarding “Third Party Payments of Premiums for Qualified 
Health Plans in the Marketplace,” dated Feb. 7, 2014, available at 
www.cms.gov/CCIIO/Resources/Fact-Sheets-and-FAQs/Downloads/third-party-payments-of-
premiums-for-qualified-health-plans-in-the-marketplaces-2-7-14.pdf.  Moreover, we are advised that 
many individuals living with HIV who had been deterred in past weeks from enrolling in BCBS 
insurance plans by BCBS’s refusal to accept RWHAP premium subsidies had enrolled instead in 
LAHC or Vantage plans.  Unless these insurers cease their discriminatory refusal to accept RWHAP 
premium subsidies, these low income individuals living with HIV will find themselves unable to 
afford insurance.  With all three major Louisiana insurance providers now engaged in concerted 
discrimination against them, many other Louisianians living with HIV who have not yet enrolled in 
plans during the ACA open enrollment period will find themselves unable to purchase suitable 
insurance for life-sustaining health care. 
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 In short, there is an insurance crisis in Louisiana for low-income individuals living with 
HIV—a population that the ACA was specifically intended to help.  The escalating emergency in 
Louisiana calls for immediate intervention by this office and the most expeditious review. 
 
 We request that we be advised as soon as possible of the staff assigned to this complaint and 
to our February 10, 2014 complaint against BCBS, and of the steps this office is taking in response.    
We stand ready to assist in any way we can to halt this health insurance crisis in Louisiana. 
 
 
      

     Lambda Legal Defense and Education Fund, Inc. 
     Scott A. Schoettes, HIV Project Director* 
     sschoettes@lambdalegal.org 
     Kenneth D. Upton, Senior Counsel* 
     kupton@lambdalegal.org 
     Susan L. Sommer, Director of Constitutional Litigation* 
     ssommer@lambdalegal.org 
     *not admitted to Louisiana Bar 
 
    
     AIDSLaw of Louisiana 
     Joshua Holmes, Staff Attorney 
     jholmes@aidslaw.org 
 
 
 


