1973: Gay Student Organization v. Bonner

“A spectacle,” said a furious New Hampshire Gov-
ernor Meldrim Thomson, Jr., denouncing a gay
student dance at the University of New Hampshire
in 1973. After the next Gay Student Organiza-
tion event, where copies of Boston’s Fag Rag were
distributed, the governor condemned this “indecency
and moral filth” and demanded to halt to “socially
abhorrent activities.”

Organizers insisted that they wanted “to promote
the recognition of gay people on campus and...ex-
press ourselves.” Theirs was a sentiment that young
people have expressed more and more forcefully over
the years, building a new kind of student activism
that Lambda Legal has helped bolster since its incep-
tion. The gay students from the University of New
Hampshire found themselves in federal court fighting
a ban on their school activities. Lambda Legal’s E.
Carrington Boggan filed a friend-of-the-court brief,
arguing for full recognition of the gay plaintiffs’ First
speak and socialize. With
unflinching language, just before the year 1975 rang
in, the court lifted the ban on gay student social
activities, agreeing with Lambda Legal that: e

Amendment rights to meet,

...homo-
sexuals exist, that they feel repressed.. .that they wish
to emerge from their isolation.”
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