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UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT  

DISTRICT OF PUERTO RICO 

 

DANIELA ARROYO GONZÁLEZ; VICTORIA 
RODRÍGUEZ-ROLDÁN; J.G.; and PUERTO 
RICO PARA TOD@S, 

Plaintiffs, 

v. 

RICARDO ROSSELLÓ-NEVARES, in his 
official capacity as Governor of the 
Commonwealth of Puerto Rico; RAFAEL 
RODRÍGUEZ-MERCADO, in his official capacity 
as Secretary of the Department of Health of the 
Commonwealth of Puerto Rico; and WANDA 
LLOVET-DÍAZ, in her official capacity as 
Director of the Division of Demographic Registry 
and Vital Statistics of the Commonwealth of 
Puerto Rico, 

Defendants. 

 

 

 

Civil No. 3:17-cv-01457-CCC 

 

 

PLAINTI FFS’ MOTION FOR SU MMAR Y JU DGMENT  
 

Pursuant to Federal Rule of Civil Procedure 56 and Local Rule 7, Plaintiffs Daniela 

Arroyo González, Victoria Rodríguez Roldán, J.G., and Puerto Rico Para Tod@s (“Plaintiffs”) move 

for summary judgment on their claims against Defendants Ricardo Rosselló Nevares, in his official 

capacity as Governor of the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico; Rafael Rodríguez Mercado, in his 

official capacity as Secretary of the Department of Health of the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico; and 

Wanda Llovet Díaz, in her official capacity as Director of the Division of Demographic Registry and 

Vital Statistics of the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico. 

As fully set forth in the accompanying Memorandum of Law, Defendants’ policy and practice 

related to the correction of gender markers on birth certificates, based on the Vital Statistics Registry 

Act, 24 L.P.R.A. § 1231 (the “Birth Certificate Policy”), violates the equal protection guarantees of 

the Fourteenth Amendment to the U.S. Constitution; the fundamental rights to privacy, individual 
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dignity, liberty, and autonomy granted by the Fourteenth Amendment; and the right to freedom of 

speech under the First Amendment. The Defendants’ administration and enforcement of Puerto 

Rico’s Birth Certificate Policy has resulted in impermissible discrimination against the Plaintiffs on 

the basis of their sex and transgender status, prohibited an entire class of people from exercising their 

fundamental rights to informational and decisional privacy, infringed upon their fundamental rights 

to individual dignity, liberty, and autonomy, and impermissibly compelled transgender persons, 

including Plaintiffs, to publicly identify themselves with a sex inconsistent with who they are.   

The Court should grant Plaintiffs’ Motion for Summary Judgment; declare Puerto Rico’s 

Birth Certificate Policy unconstitutional; permanently enjoin Defendants from enforcing the Birth 

Certificate Policy; and award Plaintiffs reasonable attorneys’ fees, costs and expenses and other 

relief the Court deems just and proper. 
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Respectfully submitted,   

 

Richard D. Batchelder, Jr.* 

R. Daniel O’Connor* 

Aliki Sofis* 

Sara Jones* 

David C. Soutter* 

ROPES & GRAY LLP 

Prudential Tower, 800 Boylston Street 

Boston, Massachusetts 02199 

t: (617) 951-7000 | f: (617) 951-7050 

Richard.Batchelder@ropesgray.com 

Daniel.OConnor@ropesgray.com  

Aliki.Sofis@ropesgray.com 

Sara.Jones@ropesgray.com 

David.Soutter@ropesgray.com   

 

Bonnie Doyle* 

ROPES & GRAY LLP 

1211 Avenue of the Americas 

New York, New York 10036 

t: (212) 596-9000 | f: (212) 596-9090 

Bonnie.Doyle@ropesgray.com 

/s/ Omar Gonzalez-Pagan  

Omar Gonzalez-Pagan* 

Demoya R. Gordon* 

M. Dru Levasseur* 

LAMBDA LEGAL DEFENSE AND 

 EDUCATION FUND, INC. 

120 Wall Street, 19th Floor  

New York, New York 10005 

t: (212) 809-8585 | f: (212) 809-0055 

ogonzalez-pagan@lambdalegal.org 

dgordon@lambdalegal.org  

dlevasseur@lambdalegal.org  

 

Kara N. Ingelhart* 

LAMBDA LEGAL DEFENSE AND 

 EDUCATION FUND, INC. 

105 West Adams Street, Suite 2600  

Chicago, Illinois 60603 

t: (312) 663-4413 | f: (312) 663-4307 

kingelhart@lambdalegal.org  

 

Celina Romany-Siaca 

(USDCPR 121811) 

CELINA ROMANY LAW OFFICES 

268 Muñoz Rivera Avenue, Suite 1500 

San Juan, Puerto Rico 00918 

t: (787) 754-9304 | f: (787) 754-9324 

bufetecelinaromany@gmail.com 

 

Attorneys for Plaintiffs 

 

* Admitted pro hac vice. 
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 

I hereby certify that I filed the foregoing with the Clerk of the United States District Court 

for the District of Puerto Rico via the CM/ECF system this 26th day of June, 2017.  I certify that all 

participants in the case are registered CM/ECF users and that service will be accomplished by the 

CM/ECF system. 

/s/ Omar Gonzalez-Pagan __ 

Omar Gonzalez-Pagan* 

LAMBDA LEGAL DEFENSE AND 

 EDUCATION FUND, INC. 

120 Wall Street, 19th Floor  

New York, New York 10005 

t: (212) 809-8585 | f: (212) 809-0055 

ogonzalez-pagan@lambdalegal.org 

 

 

 

 

 


