Civil Rights and Gun Reform Orgs Show Solidarity, Demand Action Against White Supremacy

The Leadership Conference on Civil and Human Rights, Voto Latino, MoveOn, and 100 other civil
rights and gun reform organizations issued the below statement in response to the mass
shootings in El Paso, Texas, and Dayton, Ohio:

“The tragedies of this past weekend represent a confluence of two dangerous forces: the rise of
white supremacist terror and our federal government’s inaction on commonsense gun safety.
Both deserve sweeping and consequential action by our elected leaders. Every person in our
country should feel safe while shopping, enjoying a night out with friends, attending school or
religious services, or engaging in any other lawful activity. Instead, white supremacist violence
against communities of color, religious minorities, and other marginalized communities
continues to escalate under the administration’s watch.

“When the president and his enablers routinely denigrate and dehumanize certain
communities, he gives permission to white supremacists to commit horrific violence — violence
that is at a level unprecedented in more than 20 years. None of this is acceptable. None of this
is normal. Our organizations are united in saying that members of Congress can no longer look
away as communities of color and religious minorities are murdered with impunity. It is not
enough for Republican leadership in Congress to offer thoughts and prayers, nor should they
repeatedly blame gun violence on mental iliness —an unfounded and harmful trope. We must
all unite and demand accountability.”
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